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Soldier accused 
in Kuwait 

killings tried to 
balance Muslim 
and Army lives 


By. Hazel Trice Edney 
NNPA Washington Correspondent 


WASHINGTON (NNPA)- 
Asan Akbar, the Army sergeant 
accused of killing two of his 
fellow soldiers in Kuwait with 
grenades. 
was torn 
between 
Serving his 
and 
trying to 
remain faith- 
ful to his 
Muslim reli- 
gion his 


country 


says 
In atele- 
phone interview 

Aneeles with the 
Newspaper 


from Los 
National 
Publishers 


100, Qor ha tha f 
oui, Quran Bilal also. a 

sme 

EP recatied the fast con- 


Versationawaih hor son only.a 
tew days before he was to 
deploy. She said the two of 
them discussed his upcoming 
assignment io the Persian Gulf 


and his orders to blow up des- 
ignated bridges. 


“Į said, “Aré-you sure you 
want to go there?” He said, 
"Vesa. 

Bilal continues, “My son 


said, ‘Mom. Fm just going to 
go up there and blow up the 
bridges. I said. “Okay.” I said. 
“Blow up the bridges good. You 
don’t want your [Muslim] 
brothers to cross, because if 
they cross, you don’t want to 
kill them.’ So I said, “Blow up 
the bridges good and watch out 
for snipers because they're not 
going to know that you are a 
Muslim.” He said, ‘Okay, Mom. 
No problem.” 
But there was a problem. 
The Army. alleges that. 
instead of tossing grenades at 
enemy troops, Akbar threw 
“them at members of the 10Ist 
Airborne Division deployed to 
Camp Pennsylvania. Kuwait, 
killing two U.S. soldiers and 
injuring 15 others. The dead 
were identified as Army Capt. 
Chris Scott Seifert, 27, 
of Easton, Pa., and Air Force 
Maj. Gregory Stone, 40, of 
Boise, Idaho. 
See SOLDIER page 7 
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Affirmative 


Senin 


Integration 


Thousands jam the streets of Washington DC to keep the Affirmative Action program at the University of Michigan 


WASHINGTON (NNPA)- 
Sitting for oral arguments in a 
pair of University of Michigan 
affirmative action cases on 
Tuesday, Supreme Court jus- 
tices gave no indication of how 
they will vote in the case but 
made it clear that they are look- 
ing at more than just a black- 
and-white case of whether race- 
and gender-conscience affirma- 
tive action programs are consti- 
tutional. 

In what is certain to be a 
landmark decision, the court is 
expected to rule by July 
whether the  race-conscious 
affirmative action programs 
that cover undergraduate and 
the law schools at Michigan are 


permissible. The conservative 


Center for Individual Rights 


brought both cases on behalf of 


rejected White applicants, 
claiming the university had vio- 
lated the equal protection clause 
of the Constitution's 14th 
Amendment. 


This is the first time in 25. 


years that the court has consid- 
ered whether race is permissible 
in’ college admissions. In 
"University of California 


Regents v. Bakke," the court 


Miowed quotas but said that 


race can be used as a "plus" fac- 
tor in admissions. 

Although the case before 
the court centers on higher edu- 
cation, the ruling is expected to 
have an impact on employment 
practices and tax-supported 
government contracting. 

As is their custom, the jus- 
tices aggressively peppered 
each side with questions. 

Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor is expected to be the 
swing vote on the sharply- 
divided court that often pro- 
duces 5-4 decisions in con- 
tentious cases. 

Solicitor General Theodore 
B. Olson, who argued on behalf 
of the federal government 
against the University of 
Michigan plans, told the court 
that the program "fails every 
test this court has articulated." 

When O'Connor pressed 
him on whether, as the court 
decided in "Bakke," race can be 
considered a "plus" factor, 
Olson replied, "We're reluctant 
to say never." 

Kirk Kolbo, a Minneapolis 
lawyer who handled the reject- 
ed applicants’ oral arguments, 
described. the Michigan pro- 
gram as “a thinly ss 


ee Wereese Totty Etre orice ere errr g 


quota,” a term Justices Antonin 
Scalia and Anthony Kennedy 
would later echo 

O'Connor told Kolbo, "You 
have some precedence out there 
that you have to come to grips 
with.” She added, "We have 
given recognition to race in a 
variety of settings." 

Clarence Thomas, the only 
African-American on the court, 
broke his customary silence. In 
the first hour-long case, which 
was brought against the law 
school, he said nothing. In the 
second case, which was heard 
immediately after the first case, 
Thomas asked. several ques- 
tions, none that showed a flick- 
er of support for affirmative 
action. 

Thomas raised the question 
of whether affirmative action 
has contributed to better race 
relations. 

He asked, "Do you think 
your admissions (policies) at 
least provided some headwind 
toward that?" 

JohnPayton, the attorney 
for the university, talked abo» 
how diversity had ben~ 
Universit 
dents~ 


yee 


x 


Black colleges would. benefit 
from campus diversity? Payton 
replied that historically Black 
colleges and universities 
already practice diversity by 
having White students and fac- 
ulty members. 

University attorneys 
seemed-to have their most diffi- 
culty defining what they con- 
sider a “critical mass" of Black 
students-the number that would 
make them feel isolated and 
forced to carry the burden of the 
entire race on their shoulders- 


without appearing to use a 
quota. 
Payton noted that Black 


enrollment at Michigan had 
fluctuated between 12 percent 
and 17 percent over the past 
four years. 

In an exehange with 
Maureen Mahoney, the lawyer 
for the University of Michigan 
law school, Scalia said. "Some 
applicants are giver 
ence becauseo® 
you use th 
you're 
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A Call for Spiritual Poems 
From Newark Area Poets 


j A $1000.00 grand prize is 
being offered in a special reli- 


only of 21 lines or less: Free 
Poetry Contest, 103 N. Wood 


gious poetry contest sponsored Ave., PMB 70, Linden, NJ 
by the New Jersey Rainbow 07036. Or enter online 


Poets. free to anyone who has 
ever written a poem: There are 
50 prizes in all totaling almost 
$5,000.00. The deadline for 
entering is May 3, 2003. 

To enter, send one poem 


AUCTION OUTLET 


COMPUTERS, ELECTRONICS, PAGERS & PHONES 


PrePay Service Available 


verizonwircless 


www.rainbowpoets.com. 

“We think great spiritual 
poems can inspire achieve- 
ment,” says Frederick Young, 
the organization’s Director. 
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861 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623 4777 
Fax (973) 643 5823 


776 Broad Street 

Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623 2593 
Fax (973) 623 0307 


TNT Gymnastics 
525 Irvington Ave., 2nd flr. 
Newark, NJ 07106 


Above the Colosseum gym 


Gymnastics for girls ages 5-12 


Interested readers can participate in 1 free trial class 
and sign up afterwards 


Tuesdays and/or Thursdays - Classes begin Jan. 21 
973 -373 -8572 


‘ELIZABETH 


CHOOSE A CAREER THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 


SALARY: $36,610 to $64,632 


FILING DEADLINE IS 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2003 


You must be: 


e AUS citizen 
e Between 18 and 35 years old 


e Have a high school or GED diploma 


e Live in Elizabeth 
Call: 


‘an Chief 


~~ 


Battalion Chief 
Donald Peterson — 


—_ 
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Former Governor 
Thomas H. Kean to 
receive Lifetime 
Achievement 


On June 11, 2003, the Hon. 
Thomas H. Kean will receive a 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Partnership In 
Philanthropy (PIP) at its sev- 
enth annual dinner/theatre bene- 
fit at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center. 

Former two term governor 
of New Jersey, Kean was 
recently named by President 
George W. Bush to lead the 
independent commission to 
investigate the September 11 
attacks. 

During his 35 years of pub- 
lic service in New Jersey, Kean 
has led initiatives to enhance 
the quality of life through edu- 
cation, social justice, the arts 
and humanities, and the envi- 
ronment. In 1990 he became 
president of Drew University, 
now considered one of the 
nation’s leading small liberal 
arts universities. 

Rated among America’s five 
most effective state leaders by 
“Newsweek,” Kean holds more 
than 25 honorary degrees and 
numerous awards from environ- 
mental and educational organi- 
zations. 
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Terrance Bankston, 20, becomes 
youngest Board of Ed candidate 


Bloomfield College student 
Terrance Bankston has wasted 
no time establishing himself as 
a campus leader. In his three 
years at Bloomfield, he has 
been the President of the 
Freshman Class, Vice President 
of Day Student Government, 
and President of Day Student 
Government. Now, the 20 
yearold junior has become the 
youngest candidate to run for 
the Newark Board of 
Education 

“I can be the voice of this 
generation,” said Bankston. 
“The Board needs to relate to 
today’s youngsters and it needs 
someone who can bring issues 
and concerns to the table that 
older people might not consid- 
èr.” 

Bankston, a political sci- 
ence major, feels that his age 
and his perspective are tremen- 
dous assets when it comes to 
addressing many of the city’s 
challenges dropout rates, 
drugs, gangs, attendance issues 
and low standardized test 
scores. 

To strengthen the school 
system, Bankston hopes to 
introduce many programs that 
build character and teach neces- 
sary skills. He sees Bloomfield 


For information on” 


College’s DEEP and STEP 
leadership programs as good 
models to emulate 

“I admire these programs 
because they teach students to 
be independent and make a suc- 


cessful transition from high 
school to college,” said 
Bankston. 

From -an -early age, 


Bankston was immersed in city 
government and community 
service. His grandfather, Earl 
Johnson, is a commissioner in 
Newark, and his aunt. Kim 
Gaddy. has been a Board of 
Education member and a com- 
munity activist for many years. 

After graduating next year, 
Bankston. hopes. to pursue a 
career in government or college 
administration. 


or Sponsorshif 
call or email: 973.642.4400 
ialEvents&t C 
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Editorial 


Will the 
truth please 
stand up 


Will the truth please stand up? 
The truth I refer to is the support 
of the President and his handling 
of the affairs of state which 
include the war on Iraq, our image 
worldwide, the economy, the 
promises of better education, 
health care, opportunities and on 
and on. Are we as satisfied with 
the Bush administration as the 
major media would lead us to 
believe? The same MaCarthy-like 
era where people lived in fear of 
saying what they truly believed is 
once again plaguing our country. 
Every little right-wing conserva- 
tive in this country is pointing a 
figure of shame or guilt at anyone 
who dares to speak out. There is 
evidence this war is the continua- 
tion of a few right-wing conserva- 
tives whose is to create a “New 
World Order” setting up their ideal 
world. which includes control of 
valuable natural resources world- 
wide 

If Mr. Bush is to have his way, 
this war or others will need to last 


The Second Casualty of War 


by Sheldon Richman 


President Bush has asked Congress 
for about $75 billion to begin paying for 
the war in Iraq and other costs related to 
it and the war on terrorism. (Some of the 
money will also pay for U.S. intervention 
in Colombia’s civil war.) Boy, is he liv- 
ing in a dream world. Congress, doesn’t 
have any money. 

The current fiscal year’s deficit is 
projected to be somewhere between $246 
billion (the Congressional Budget 
Office’s estimate) and $304 billion (the 
Office of Management and Budget’s esti- 
mate). Next year’s budget is expected to 
be at the top end of that range. 

So where does a Congress that 
already can’t pay its bills come up with 
$75 billion? I suppose all it can do is 
authorize the president to borrow the 
money when he needs it. In the meantime 
the Senate has drastically reduced the 
size of Bush’s requested tax cut. So, as 
expected, the second casualty of the war 
in Iraq (the first casualty being the truth) 
is consideration for the long-suffering 
taxpayers. As one of those taxpayers, I 
can truly say I am not honored to have 
my money taken first to destroy Iraq and 
then to reconstruct it. 

The tax cut was piddling to begin 
with. Even if we take the largest estimate 
of the cut and assume that lowering tax 
rates does not actually produce more rev- 
enues (which it does), it would have 
“eost” $726 billion. (The cost is to the 
government itself, which doesn’t have a 
right to the money in the first pl: 


guarantee his r ion. (We 
can’t change generals in the mid- 
dle of a war.) As soon as the war is 
over Americans will come to their 
senses as they did after the Gulf 
war and realize the war machine is 
not how we want to live in this 
country. 

Should we believe that the 
thousand or more people who are 
surveyed in the polls truly reflect 
the fear, frustration, and anxiety 
experienced by the American peo- 
ple. These are the polls that give 
Mr. Bush 70% approval rating. 

Are we missing something or 
have we become a country of war- 
mongers. I think not. I ask again, 


will the truth please stand up? 
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no barrier to spending money — 


small tax cut sound big. A $73-billion-a- 
year tax cut doesn’t sound so impressive 
when you recall that the federal budget is 
now over $2,000 billion a year. That puts 
$73 billion into perspective, doesn’t it? 
At any rate, the Treasury will have to 
borrow the war money. The American 
ethic used to frown on people living 
beyond their means, borrowing to pay for 
luxuries they couldn't afford. But the 
U.S. government has never lost sleep 
borrowing to fight wars. It’s a tradition. 
So we'll do it again this time. 
Unfortunately, we are already starting 


But don’t worry — lower 
taxes are in our future. 
Righ after we reform Iraq, 
then Iran, Syria, Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, North 
Korea, and the rest of the 
unruly rogue nations. 


out with a large deficit — and that hurts, 
since it seemed like only yesterday that 
we were celebrating the first budget sur- 
pluses we'd seen in many years. Was it a 
dream? 

There was also a brief time in the late 
1980s and early 1990s when budgetd- 
eficits had the blessed effect of chilling 
the government's ability to spend money. 
But that effect is gone. Deficits today are 
pe- 


nds. Even Bus 
domestic spending rivals his _predeces- 


sors’.There are many myths about gov- 
ernment deficits. For example, it is said, 
usually by the party out of power, that 
deficits push up interest rates. The record 
says otherwise. In the past, foreign 
investors have been able and willing to 
send capital here to counteract the gov- 
ernment’s upward pressure on interest 
rates. Maybe that will happen this time 
too. Or maybe the recession will keep 
rates low. Regardless of what happens 
with interest rates, deficits are hardly 
benign. When the government borrows 
money, it diverts scarce capital from 
projects intended to satisfy consumers to 
projects intended to satisty politicians. 

The never-produced products that we 
consumers are deprived of are the real 
cost of the borrowing. In this case, we'll 
get bombs with which to destroy Iraqi 
buildings rather than new and better 
goods and services. And some of the 
money will go to politically connected 
corporations to build new Iraqi buildings 
rather than to creating things that will 
make us healthier or morecomfortable. 

Frankly, I don’t think that’s a good 
trade. But no one asked me. I'm just a 
taxpayer. Mere taxpayers, fixed as we are 
‘on our own narrow self-interest, can’t be 
allowed to obstruct the New World Order 
being created by the Bush administra- 
tion. But don’t worry — lower taxes are 
in our future. Righ after we reform Iraq 
then Iran, Syria. Libya. Saudi Arabia. 
North Korea. and the rest of the unruly 
rogue nations 

Sheldon Riclunan is senior fellow at 
The Future of Freedom Foundation 

zi 


PET 
Welfare State 


Narrow Supreme Court Decision 
Upholds "Three Strike" Law 


The Supreme Court rejected two 
constitutional challenges to California’s 
controversial "three strike" law , in a 
deeply divided 5-4 decision. This deci- 
sion is seen by many as the latest exam- 
ple of the Rehnquist Court’s drive 
toward a broader conception of "states’ 
rights," that leaves little or no room for 
federal standards as a constitutional 
check on state action. 

"Three strike" laws were first enact- 
ed by state legislatures in reaction to 
crimes such as those committed against 
Polly Klaas, the 12 year old girl who was 
kidnapped and murdered in October 
1993 by Richard Allen Davis, a repeat 
offender who had served only half of his 
possible prison time. The voters of 
California overwhelmingly supported 
the "three strikes" law one year later. 

The California "three strikes" law, 
arguably the harshest in the country, pro- 
vides that a person convicted of two 
felonies can be sentenced to a mandato- 
ry 25 years in prison for their third 
crime. But unlike many other states, 
which require the third "sttike" to be a 
violent or at least a serious felony to trig- 
ger the harsh mandatory sentence, 
California allows third crimes normally 
Glatsitiod as misdemeanors to be count- 
ed ; 


In the first of the two cases consid- 
ered by the Court, Lockyer v. Andrade, 
Leo Andrade was sentenced to 50 years 
in prison for stealing nine children’s 
videos, worth about $150. In the second, 
Ewing v. California, Gary A. Ewing was 


More than 7,000 people 
are now in California 


prisons serving 
sentences of at least 25 
years under the 

law, (Three Strikes) 
including more than 
300 whose "third 
strike" was a 


petty theft. 


strike” was a petty theft. 

The majority opinion in these cases, 
written by Justice Sandra Day O° 
Connor, rejected the contention that the 
sentences at issue were so grossly dis- 
proportionate to the crimes committed as 
to violate the Eighth Amendment's pro- 
hibition against cruel and unusual pun- 
ishment. Rather. she argued, that given- 
the “long history of felony recidivism" 
with regard to each of the defendants, the 
sentences in question were appropriate. 

For many critics. punishing a person 
again for crimes for which a person has 
already served their time is cruel. In 
fustice O'Connor's view. however, any 
criticism of the wisdom of the “three 
strikes” law is "appropriately directed at 
the Legislatur 
that recidivists "must be incapacitated” 
was entitled to judi deference, Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor said 

Four Justices dissented from the 
majority’s holding in these cases, argu- 
ing that California's three strike law vio- 
lates the 8th Amendment because it 


sentenced to a mandatory 25 years in 
prison for stealing three golf clubs from 
a pro shop. More than 7,000 people are 
now in California prisons serving sen- 
tences of at least 25 years under the law, 
including more than 300 whose "third 


p See 4. 


mandatory sentences that are 
grossly disproportionate to the crimes 
committed. Justice David Souter, writing 
for the minority in the Andrade case. 
argued that. "[I]f Andrade’s sentence is 
not disproportionate, the principle has no 


meaning." 
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Tax Changes For Business Taxpayers 


Fewer Tax Forms for Small Businesses to File 


tarting with the 2002 tax 
year, companies with less than 
$250,000 of total receipts and 
less than $250,000 in assets no 
longer have to complete 
Schedules L, MI and M2 of 
Form 1120; Parts II and IV of 
Form 1120A; and Schedules L 
and M1 of Form 1120S. 

Small businesses will be able 
to use record keeping based on 
their Checkbook or cash receipts 
and disbursements journal 
instead of creating additional 
records just for tax purposes. The 
companies must still maintain 
records detailing assets, liabili- 
ties, equity accounts and adjust- 
ments used to arrive at taxable 
income. 

Self Employed Health 
Insurance Deduction 

Self employed taxpayers 
generally may deduct 70 percent 
of their 2002 medical and 
longterm care insurance pay- 
ments for themselves and their 
families as an adjustment to 
income. They may include the 
remaining costs with their other 
medical deductions if they item- 
ize deductions. In 2003, they 
generally will be able to deduct 
the full cost of such insurance 


without itemizing deductions on 
Schedule A. 
Special Depreciation 
Allowance 

Businesses that acquire and 
begin using new qualified equip- 
ment after September 10, 2001, 
may deduct an additional 30 per- 
cent of the depreciable basis in 
the first year of use. This Special 
Depreciation Allowance is fig- 
ured after first reducing the basis. 
by any Section 179 deduction 
taken. The allowance, in turn, is 
subtracted from that basis to 
determine the basis remaining 
for depreciation. This tax break 
will be available for property 
acquired before September 11, 
2004 and placed into service by 
the end of that year. Taxpayers 
may choose not to claim this 
allowance by attaching an appro- 
priate statement to their tax 
returns. 


Section 179 Deduction Higher 
for Enterprise Zone and 
Renewal Community 
Businesses 

The maximum Section 179 
deduction for these businesses is 
increased by $35,000 (to 
$59,000) for 2002. 


FiveYear Carryback of Net 


Operating Losses 

Taxpayers with net operating 
losses (NOLs) for tax years end- 
ing in 2001 or 2002 will general- 
ly carry them back five years, 
rather than two (three, for certain 
casualty, theft and disaster 
related losses). However, they 
may choose to use the two or 
three year period instead, or to 
carry the entire NOL forward for 
up to 20 years. Taxpayers waiv- 
ing the five year rule must do so 
by their filing deadline (includ- 
ing extensions). 
Credit for Pension Plan 
Startup Costs 

This new tax credit helps 
small businesses offset the costs 
of setting up and administering a 
new qualified employer plan and 
education employees about it. 
The credit is 50 percent of these 
costs, with a mazimum amount 
of $500 per year. After the first 
year the credit is claimed, it may 
be claimed again only in the fol- 
lowing two years. To qualify, a 
business must have had no more 
than 100 employees who have 
received at least $5,000 in pay 
during the preceding year. The 
plan must include at least one 
non-highly compensated 
employee. 
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Newark Liberty Int’! 
airport to host job fair 


High school seniors from 
Newark and Elizabeth will 
take part in a job fair at 
Newark Liberty International 
Airport on April 10 and 11, 
sponsored by the Port 
Authority, Approximately 400 
students will have the opportu- 
nity to meet with more than 20 
companies, including the U.S. 


Postal Service, Federal 
Express and Horizon Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield. 


The job fair is intended to 
give students who are undecid- 
ed about a career, or who are 
not college bound a chance to 
explore a variety of vocations, 
some of which pertain to the 
aviation industry. The students 
will have the opportunity to 
meet with representatives from 
a wide range of airport related 
companies and organizations 
in the fields of delivery, hospi- 
tality, food service, retail and 
medical assistance. 

Port Authority Chairman 
Jack Cr. Sinagra said, 
“Programs such as this job fair 
assist high school seniors who 
will soon be making the transi- 
tion from the classroom to the 
working world by offering 


ad more 


them the chance to explore the 


i Fortunately, 
n than nof, you'll 


www. WaMuHomel oans.com, 


many career paths in the job 
market. Newark Liberty 
International Airport and the 
Port Authority are proud to be 
a part of the communities in 
Newark and Elizabeth.” 

Port Authority Executive 
Director Joseph J. Seymour 
said, “This is another great 
opportunity for the Port 
Authority to give something 
back to the communities that 
host Newark Liberty Inter- 
national Airport. We want 
Newark and Elizabeth to know 
that we appreciate their sup- 
port and that they can depend 
on us to be good and helpful 
neighbors.” 

Port Authority Director of 
Aviation William R. DeCota 
said, “There are many exciting 
careers in the aviation industry 
and the job fair will allow high 
school seniors an opportunity 
to see the variety of companies 
that work with the Port 
Authority on a day to day 
basis.” 

The job fair will take place 
in Building 79 at the airport 
and will be divided into two 
sessions, from 9:15 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. and from L1:. 30 a.m. 
10 1:30 p.m. 


valen 


AS 


oua g 


Page 6 


Crry News/ HEARTBEAT 


April 2 - April 8, 2003 


April 2- April 8, 2003 


Crry News 


Page 7 


‘Does Who Care’ Program connects minority 
physicians to underserved children i in inner cities 


Newark Dr. Dolores 
Ensley will tell her colleagues in 
a heartbeat that minority physi- 
cians must do more for children 
and their families in underserved 
communitiesthen she will show 
them how. For the past eight 
months, Dr. Ensley has coordi 
nated the visits of numerous doc- 
tors to community health fairs, 
classrooms and individually con- 
ducts weekly 12 hour health edu- 
cation awareness classes for over 


200 students at five schools in Newark and 
East Orange, as well as day care centers 
and the National Guard’s Newark Corps of 


Cadets and Army Explorers. 


Dr. Ensley, a chiropractic physician in 
private practice, donates her time and 
money because she believes the “preven- 
tion of a disease will always supercede the 
ley, who is also a Licensed 
When I looked at the realities 
of Newark and learned that 1 out of every 3 
children are at risk of hunger and chronic 
disease, I said wait a minute there is some- 
thing I can do and I'm going to do some- 


cure.” Dr. Ei 
Nurse notes. 


lives and health. 


and raising health awareness in the com- 
munity. The overall goals of the center are 
to: increase preventive health services for 
children; provide a broader reach for public them.” Dr. Ensley i: 
health departments to carry their message 
and to.empower children at an early age to 
become leaders and take charge of their 


Does Who Care is well on its way and 
last year, Dr. Ensley received the NAACP 
Newark Branch’s Health Award for her 
service to the Newark community. Does 
Who Care has recently partnered with the 
First Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church 


and the West Ward Cultural Center, to cre- 

ate a community coalition of programs 
which would involve parents in the early 
healthcare of their children. Dr. Ensley is 
also planning a countywide conference for 
minority physicians to deal with, what she 
refers to as “the unnecessary crisis within 
our community,” the absence of a medical 
and dental home for every child and their 
Hospital), the mission family within Essex County 

is to empower the Dr. Ensley notes, “The sad reality for 
next generation of many in minority communities is that a 
leaders by educating neighborhood health fair is their main 
access to medical services. So if something 
is preventing them from coming to a doc- 
tor, then we have to bring the doctors to 
rious about getting 
more minority doctors involved and says, 
“Its not only important we provide medical 
access, but it is crucial that minority chil- 
dren see doctors who look like them to 
inspire them and make sure they can create 
a successful selfimage.” So far nearly 70 
doctors have volunteered with Does Who 
Care and if Dr. Ensley has anything to say 
about it, there will be a few more empty 
golf courses on Wednesday afternoons. 


7 
That compassion 
ated Does 
Who Care, the first 
program of its kind in 
Essex County. 
Located in the James 
Park Center (formerly 
United Com-munity 
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CANCER MAY RISE 


50 PERCENT BY 
2020 


The number of new can- 
cer cases worldwide is 
expected to increase by 50 
percent over the next 20 
years, partly because poor 
nations are adopting 
unhealthy Western habits, 
the World Health 
Organization (news - web 
sites) said. Worldwide, 
about 10 million people are 
diagnosed with cancer 
every year and 6 million 
people die from it. 


BIRTH CONTROL 
PILL LINKED TO 
CERVICAL CANCER 


Women who use birth 
control pills have an 
increased risk of cervical 
cancer the longer they are 
on the a 


Poor health keeps 
elderly from seeking 
preventive care 


By Becky Ham 


medical directive like a living 


Doctor visit may be good time 
to counsel teen smokers 


More than 70 percent of 
teen smokers visiting their pri- 
mary. care doctors say that they 
are at least thinking about giv- 


Health Behavior News Service 


Poor physical health and 
disabilities may keep older 
HMO patients from seeking 
preventive care like mammo- 
grams and flu shots and chang- 
ing unhealthy beh like 


Individuals were less likely 
to smoke or drink alcohol fre- 
quently as they got older, but 
they were also less likely to 
have mammograms, lose 
weight and exercise with 


smoking, according to a new 
study. 

Physical health problems 
affected elderly patients’ health 
behaviors more than mental 
health problems like depres- 
sion, say Carla A. Green, 
Ph.D.. M.P.H., of the Oregon 
Health and Science University 
and colleagues at the Kaiser 
Permanente Center for Health 
Research 

In one exception to this 
finding. older patients who* 
reported being depressed were 
more likely to smoke, the 
researchers report. 

“Despite our expectations 
that self-reported depression 
and recent psychiatric treat- 
ment would be related to health 
practices among the elderly, we 
found few such relationships,” 
Green says. 

Green and colleagues sur- 
veyed 4,615 individuals ages 
65 to 103, enrolled in the 
Kaiser Permanente Northwest 
HMO about their physical and 
mental health, their use of pre- 
ventive health services and 
their health-related behaviors 
like smoking, drinking and 
exercise. They also asked the 
survey participants whether 
they had completed an advance 


age, the 
found. 

Minority and low-income 
patients, along with those with 
physical health limitations, 
were less likely to use preven- 
tive medical services. Minority 
and low-income patients were 
also less likely to complete 
advance medical directives, 
according to the researchers. 

“This suggests that addi- 
tional efforts need to be made 
to reach out to elderly members 
of low-income or minority sta- 
tus to ensure that they receive 
important preventive care serv- 
.” Green says. 

Elderly patients who were 
taking multiple prescription 
medications or who had recent- 
ly fallen were more likely to 
use preventive care and to prac- 
tice good health behaviors, 
suggesting that regular contact 
with health care providers may 
encourage better health prac- 
tices. 

“Our findings suggest that 
these additional visits give 
health care providers more 
‘opportunities to suggest vacci- 
nations, to go over opportuni- 
ties for advance directives, and 
perhaps to discuss needs for 
behavior change,” Green and 
colleagues say. 


r +, may. 
make these visits a good time to 
counsel teens about smoking, 
according to new research. 

The study suggests that 
“under the right circumstances, 
teens may be 
more willing to 
discuss smoking 
and other health 
behavior issues 
during routine pri- 
mary care than 
has previously 
been reported,” 
say Jack F. Hollis, 
Ph.D., of the 
K-ici iaci 
Permanente 
Center for Health 
Research and col- 
leagues. 

Hollis and 
colleagues used waiting room 
questionnaires to collect infor- 
mation on smoking and other 
health behaviors from 2,526 
teens ages 14 to 17. The teens 
were asked about their history 
and attitude toward smoking 
and their plans to quit, along 
with their educational plans and 
their exercise and diet habits. 

Teens who were older, 
Native American or depressed 
or who had low educational 
goals were more likely to be 
smokers, according to the 
researchers. Teens who had a 
majority of smoking friends or 
who lived with smokers at 
home were also more likely to 
smoke. 

More than three-quarters of 


the current smokers in the study 
said that they had made at least 
one serious attempt to quit dur- 
ing the last year, and more than 


attempts to 

“Despite this interest in 
quitting, these current smokers 
were only moderately confident 
that they could quit smoking if 


they chose to,” Hollis and col- 


y- 
and doctors do not 
always see eye to eye on the 
definition of smoking, say the 
researchers, While 23 percent 
of teens reported smoking one 
or more cigarettes in the past 30 
days, only about 14 percent of 
the teens reported that they 
“currently smoke.” Nine per- 
cent of the teens who said that 
they had quit smoking also 
reported having a cigarette 
within the last 30 days. 

“The question, ‘Have you 
smoked a cigarette within the 
last 30 days?’ will yield far 
more ‘smokers’ than asking, 
‘Do you currently smoke?” 
Hollis and colleagues observed. 


two or more 
immed 


British study confirms. 

The study was done to 
give more definite informa- 
tion about the risk, which 
previous research has 
established. The U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
recently revised contracep- 
tive labels to include that 
risk. The risk is directly 


|—related to. length of time 


women use hormonal con- 
traceptives, as they are for- 
mally known, says a report 
in the April 5 issue of The 
Lancet. And while the risk is 
higher for women infected 
with the human papillo- 
mavirus (HPV), which is 
thought to be the major 
cause of cervical cancer, 
using the pill elevates the 
tisk for women free of HPV, 
the researchers say. 


PREMATURE 
BABIES’ DIET 
LINKED TO 
DIABETES RISK 


Premature babies given 
a nutrient-enriched diet 
designed to help them catch 
up to their full term peers 
appear to be more likely to 
have a pre-diabetic condi- 
tion in adolescence, UK 
researchers said recently. 
However, investigators have 
also shown that providing 
pre-term infants with extra 
nutrition during the first 
weeks of life — a period of 
rapid growth — helps devel- 
oping brain and bone. 
Currently, premature babies 
are given a nutrient- 
enriched form of infant for- 
mula to spur their growth: 
Despite the current findings, 
study author Dr. Atul 
Singhal of the Institute of 
Child Health in London that 
practice should continue. 


NFL Players 
Association 
Honors YMCA’s 
Milton Harrison 
of Westhampton 


Newark — The National Football League Players 
Association of New York & New Jersey has named Milton 
Harrison, President and CEO of the YMCA of Newark & Vicinity, 
as an honoree for his community service. Mr. Harrison, a resident 
of Westhampton, will be honored at the NFLPA’s annual dinner 
dance on Thursday, April 10, 2003, at The Fiesta in Woodridge, NJ. 

Mr. Harrison heads one of New Jersey’s largest YMCA's. The 
YMCA of Newark & Vicinity provides a variety of health, fitness 
and after-school programs for adults and children in Newark, 
Kearny and Belleville; membership has grown 25-fold since his 
tenure; emergency shelter for over 200 homeless individuals and 
families and low-cost housing through its Residence; Conferences 
and environmental education programs at its Linwood-MacDonald 
Center in Sussex County. 

Mr. Harrison created the Sports Legends program in 1994, 
bringing in top flight athletes from the NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB, US 
Olympic teams and other sports to visit schools and hospitals to 
speak with kids about staying in school and reaching for their 
dreams. Now celebrating its tenth anniversary, Legends has reached 
out to thousands of New Jersey youth. Proceeds from Legends fund 
scholarships for low-income students. 

Under Mr. Harrison’s direction, the Y developed Project Right 
Start, a skills-building and career management program for the job- 
less and underemployed. Last year, the program put more than 170 
people into productive jobs — giving them back their dignity and 
independence, and saving New Jersey taxpayers millions in welfare 
costs. 


Celebrating Week of the Young Child 


Mayor Sharpe James, the Newark Department of Health and Human SSS (HHS) Office of 
Children, parents and early childcare providers and advocates city-wide celebrated the Week of the 
Young Child promoting activities to raise awareness of the importance of caring for children and 


their future 


The National theme for this year is “Children’s O 


Are Our 


“This celebration is intended to focus on the positive accomplishments of parents, staff and chil- 


dren who are involved in Early Childhood Education” 
the negative aspects ọf child care, not positive attributes”. 
Newark Department of Health and Human Services Director, Catherine Cuomo-Cecere and 
Executive Director of Newark Day Center, Trish Morris were on hand for the kick-off ceremony. 


id Mayor James. Too often we hear only 
Newark 


jor Sharpe James, the 


Soldier accused in Kuwait killings tried to balance Muslim and Army lives 


Continued from page 1 


The question of why is on 
everyone's minds, from mili- 
tary officials to Akbar’s closest 
relatives, who have not spoken 
with him since he was arrested 
March 23 and taken to a deten- 
tion center at Mannheim, 
Germany. At press time. Akbar 
had not been charged, but he 
was transferred to Fort 
Campbell, Ky.. home of the 
10lst. 

Akbar was described by 
relatives and friends as quiet, 
studious. respectful and a 
devout Muslim. After graduat- 
ing from Los Angeles’ Locke 
High School in 1988, Akbar 
enrolled at University of 
California-Davis. Graduating 
with a double degree in aero- 
nautical science engineering 
and mechanical engineering, he 
joined the Army in 1998, hop- 
ing to get it to pay for a mas- 
ter’s degree in engineering 

Imam Abdul Karim Hasan, 
minister of the Bilal Islamic 
Center in South Central Los 
Angeles wheré Akbar wor- 
shipped while in high school, 
believes Akbar should never 
have joined the Army. 

“He didn't have the mili- 
tary mind.” Hasan says. “He 
was not equipped to be pushed. 
He seemed to have a peaceful 
mind. He seemed to be the type 
that I would see him on the cor- 
ner holding a sign that says “no 

war.” He was not military 


material. 
material.” 

Akbar’s full Army record 
has not been disclosed to the 
public. But military spokesper- 
sons have been widely quoted 
as charging that Akbar had “an 
attitude problem,” and had 
been reprimanded for insubor- 
dination. According to “The 
Los Angeles Times,” when 
Akbar was apprehended by fel- 
low soldiers, he yelled, “You 
guys are coming into our coun- 
tries and you're going to rape 
our women and kill our chil- 
dren.” 

Akbar’s stepfather, William 
Bilal, who lives in Baton 
and is divorced 
mother, recalls a 
Christmas conversation he had 
with Akbar three years ago. 
“He was talking about how 
hard it is for a Black man to 
make rank,” the stepfather 
recalls. “I just told him he’d 
have to deal with it.” 

The mother says her son 
did not make a habit of com- 
plaining to her about racial dis- 
crimination in the Army. “But, 
he did say that his platoon and 
the guys in charge over him, 
that none of them liked him,” 
she says. But she does not 
believe that was enough to 
push her son over the edge. 

When a reporter told her 
the official version of what had 
happened in Kuwait, she was 
shocked. 

“When he told me that, I 


He was corporate 


said that wasn’t true. My son 
wouldn’t do anything like that. 
I know he didn’t do that. No, he 
did not do that. He’d have no 
reason to do something like 
that.” 

This was not her only son 
to join the military - or the first 
to have experienced problems 
after enlisting. 

Mustafa Ismail Bilal, 20, 
was in the Air Force for three 
years until last year. He says he 
deliberately committed minor 
infractions to get out of service. 
Stationed at Moody Air Force 
Base near Valdosta, Ga., Bilal 
says he was badgered because 
he was a Muslim. He says the 
Air Force granted him an early 
general discharge under honor- 
able conditions. 

Bilal says he understands 
the pressure his older brother 
might be under. 

“It’s just like being bul- 
lied,” the younger brother says. 
“He ain’t got a mean bone in 
his body, but if you push him, 
push him, push him, then he’ll 
roar and come right back at you 
and the bully will get his butt 
whipped.” 

The younger brother lives 
in Baton Rouge with his stepfa- 
ther, William Bilal. Both refer 
to Akbar as Hasan. 

When a reporter telephoned 
the stepfather at 11 a.m. on 
Sunday, March 23, to ask about 
Akbar’s character, William 
Bilal beamed. “I thought they 
were going to give him an 


honor or something,” he 
recalls. The reporter did not say 
that his call was about dishon- 
or, not honor. 

A second reporter would be 
more direct. 

“I had seen the picture on 
TV earlier, but didn’t recognize 
him,” Bilal recounts. “They 
were showing it again on CNN 
and as [the second reporter on 
the phone] was talking. I took a 
focused look. That’s when I 
contrived who the man was. I 
never in my heart thought it 
would be him. I’m looking in 
his face, but this is not the 
Hasan I know. I'm like, ‘No. 
This is not Hasan. If this is 
Hasan, what could have driven 
him to this breaking point?” 

The unusual story took 
another twist. 

Just hours after the NNPA 
News Service interview last 
Thursday, federal agents 
searched William Bilal’s house 
and charged him with illegal 
possession of firearms. Just as 
details began to emerge about 
Akbar’s past, so did sordid 
details from Bilal’s early years. 

According to S. 
Attorney David Dugas, the 
ATF’s affidavit states that the 
stepfather was convicted of 
aggravated rape in 1970 and 
served 15 years in prison. If 
convicted for gun possession, 
Bilal, a 52-year-old air condi- 
tioner repairman, could be 
found in violation of his parole 
and sentenced to 10 more years 


in prison. 

“This is not an unusual 
prosecution for us,” says 
Dugas, “We got this from a call 
that came into crime stoppers. 
The ATF has established proba- 
ble cause that he has committed 
a crime.” 

Dugas adds that though 
Bilal is in custody, he has not 
yet been indicted. He says he 
has 10 days after Bilal’s arrest 
to make the indictment or up to 
20 days if they free him on 
bond. A bond hearing was set 
for Wednesday. 

Most relatives and friends 
are focused on the impact of 
Akbar’s actions, if the charges 
prove true 

Akbar’s imam expresses 
concern that Muslims, already 
experiencing escalated dìs- 
crimination after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. will now suf- 
fer even more from stereotyp- 
ing because of the allegations 
against Akbar. 

“I've taught hundreds of 
children and none of them have 
gotten involved in anything 
like that, and they haven`t gone 
this way and some have been in 
the military.” Hasan says. 
“African-Americans in general 
are a patriotic people, and 
we've fought in every war with 
high morality. So. this is one 
incident of all kinds of inci- 
dents in the service, and we 
don’t know what happened to 
him to push him over the 
edge.” 
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R. Kelly supports 
troops and changes image 


Public 
opinion 
about R. 

Kelly is 
f slowly 
changing. 

ist 
months 
ago many 
people. publicly denounced 
him after he was charged 
with having sex with a 
minor. 

But then R came out 
with his latest set, 
“Chocolate Factory” which 
debuted at No. | on two 
Billboard charts and remind- 
ed us that he is a great artist. 
He also produced a recent 
chart-topper for B2K and he 
donated money to the fami- 
lies of the tragic Chicago 
club stampede. R's latest 
good deed is recording a 
song in support of U.S. 
troops. The cut is entitled “A 
Soldier's Heart” and jt was 
placed in rotation last week 
at several radio stations. 
“This song is my way of 
saying thank you to every- 
one protecting us. and 


allowing us. tossleep com=" 


fortable at night and send 
our children off to school in 
the morning,” Kelly said in a 
statement. Say what you 
want about Kelly but he 
ain’t goin down that easy. 


Juvenile reunites with 
Cash Money Millionaires 


Juvenile has reunited 
with Cash Money Records 
after a bitter break-up in 
2001. "Juvenile and Cash 
Money have settled any dif- 
ferences they had and Juve 
is currently working on 
album which will be 
released by Cash Money 
later this year," Peter Seitz, 
CEO of American Talent 
Agency, told 
AllHipHop.com. ATA is 
Juvenile's management 
company and Seitz said the 
parties would release a 
ot u 


OP Dirty Bastard goes 
to mental hospital 


released 
from an 
upstate New York prison 
facility and is being held in a 
mental hospital in the New 
York area. According to 
sources, it was concluded 
that OI’ Dirty was unsafe to 
the public, but may be 
released as early as July. 


Blake pleas not gulity 
— free on bail 


entered a 
plea of 
not guilty 
to counts 
of mur- 
der, solic- 
itation of murder, conspiracy 
and lying in wait at his 
arraignment in Los Angeles. 
Blake was released on 


»»March. 14. after spending 


nearly a year in custody. 
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celebrations of all 


kinds 


The 69-year-old actor 
was arrested last April 


for the 2001 shooting 
death of his wife, Bonny 
Lee Bakley. He was 
granted a $1.5-million 
bail. As part of the bail 
agreement, Blake is 
under house arrest and 
surrendered his pass- 
port. He will be back in 
court on June 19 for a 


simply call or her then 


pre-trial hearing 


Lisa Marie says 
Jackson used her for 
publicity 


Lisa Marie’ Presley has 
admitted that she was 
probably part of a media 
PR campaign when she 
agreed to be interviewed 
by Diane Sawyer with 
husband, 
Michael Jackson, for an 
ABC Primetime special 
in 1995. In an interview 
with Rolling Stone mag- 
azine, she said that she 


was 
“naive 

as all hell. I never thought 
for a moment that someone 
like him could actually use 
me for any reason like that. 
It never crossed my mind, 
and I don’t know why — 
I'm sure it crossed every- 
body else’s.” 


The Queen is 
reigning 
With the 
top movie 
in the 
country, 
Queen 
Latifah is 
not just 
"Bringing 
Down the 
House,” but 
negoiting million dollar 
movie deals. The Oscar- 
nominated actress has 
Signed on to star in the 
“female version” of the run- 
away hit "Barbershop." 
Latifah will make an 
appearance in the upcoming 
“Barbershop” sequel, but 
will star in the femme-led 
spin-off “Beauty Shop," as 
the owner of the beauty 
shop next door to the bar- 
bershop. The singer-rapper- 
actress will pull down a 
cool $10 million paycheck. 
She has paid her dues and 
good luck to the Queen. 


Rapper Terrence 
“Drama” Cook, 22, faces 
armed robbery charges in 
Atlanta, GA. Cook is 
accused of six 
hold ups, 
including 


after a gas sta- 
tion & three motels were 
robbed . within minutes of 
each other. Cook had a gold 
single, “Left, Right, Left” 
which reached #3 on 
Billboard’s rap chart in 
2000. 


50 Cent is seeking to 
sell the rights to his mem- 
oirs, titled "Number One 
With Nine Bullets.” The 
book will detail the death of 
his mother, his life in the 
streets & how he hooked up 
with Eminem & Dr. Dre. 
The book will also include at 
least 25 poems the rapper 
has written & is scheduled to 
be seleased.by Christmas 


KAM’S 
KAPSULES 


BIG BUDGET FILMS 


A Man Apart (R for expletives, drug 
sexuality 
and violence) 
Hunky Vin Diesel 
another 
action vehicle, here 


der of his wife by a 
drug lord. 


Phone Booth (R for pervasive profani- 
ty and some violenc 
Claustrophobic New 
York City caper about 
a pedestrian trapped 
in a phone booth by 
the maniac on the line 
| threatening to shoot 
him if he hangs up 
Planned fall 2002 
release delayed due to 
the DC sniper attacks. 


What a Girl Wants (PG for mild epi- 
thets) Not a sequel to Mel Gibson’s What 
Women Want, but a 
remake of The 
Reluctant Debutante. 
the 1958 Romantic 
| Comedy directed by 
Vincent Minelli star- 
ring Sandra Dee. Rex 
Hasrison and. la 
Lansbury. This vi on 
installs Amanda Bynes as the American 
teen who ventures to England in search of 
her long-lost father. 


Dysfunktional Family (R for drug and 
sex humor, and pervasive profanity) 
Combination documentary and concert film 
showcases comedian Eddie Griffin's 
raunchy stand-up routine while revealing 
skeletons in his kinky family closet. 


INDEPENDENT & FOREIGN FILMS 

Cet Amour-La (Unrated) Adaptation 
of Yann Andrea’s loving memoir chroni- 
cling his April-December romance with 
novelist Marguerite Duras over the last six- 
teen years of her life. (In French with sub- 
titles) Cowboy Bebop: The Movie (R for 
violent images) Animated feature based on 
the Japanese anime TV series of the same 
name. Screen adaptation. set in 2071. has 
the intergalactic bounty hunter tracking 
down the terrorist who has just unleashed a 
deadly virus on Mars. (Dubbed) 

Fellini: Pm a Born Liar (Unrated) 
Biography of Federico Fellini (1920-1993). 
analyzes the life and career of the: leg- 
endary director. (In Italian with subtitles 

The Good Thief (R for profanity, drug 


“use, sex and some violence) Nick Nolte 


Stars in this remake of Bob le Flambeur. the 
1955 French crime thriller about a down on 
his luck gambler who decides to rob a casi- 
no. 

The Guys (PG for adult themes and 
brief expletives) First feature film about the 
9-11 tragedy, adapted from a play per- 
formed near Ground Zero. True tule stars 
Anthony LaPaglia as a NYFD captain who 
enlists the a tance of a journalist played 
by Sigourney Weaver to write eulogies he 
must deliver for his eight fallen firemen. 
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Chris Rock is “Head of State” 


Review by Kam Williams 


Don’t let the slap-happy 
commercial fool you. When 
you see those silly snippets of 
this “Ist black president” com- 
edy. you might be tempted to 
think that Chris Rock might 
have finally figured out how to 
bring his irreverent brand of 
humor to the big screen. Think 
something else. There’s no evi- 
dence of the 
brilliance anywhere in this 
lame collection of lousy skits 
masquerading as cutting-edge 
social satire 

Rock has encountered diffi- 
culties trying to translate the 
magic of his stand-up act to the 
cinema before. Anybody 
remember his high marish 
appearances in Bad- Company 
(2002). Jay and Silent Bob 
Strike Back (2001), Nurse 
Bei (2000), Dogma (1999) 
and SRT Jones (2001), to 
name a few? 


caustic comic's 


Mitch (Bernie Mac) as his run- 
ning mate, and the two serve as 
fodder for all sorts of fish-out- 
of-water scenarios. Mays plays 
DJ at a sedate, black-tie affair 
while oafish Mitch makes a 
Pigmeat Markham-style fool of 
himself by not knowing what a 
simple thing like NATO is. 

In fact, the movie only has 
two types of jokes: black peo- 


Well, oe an`t point fingers 
this time. because not only did 
he star in the film, he also 
wrote, directed, and produced 
Head of State. 

Even though Rock takes a 
writing credit. the stale story 
line represents a thinly-veiled 
revision ofDave (1993), in 
much the same way that Down 
to Earth (2001) was essentially 
Heaven Can Wait (1978) -in 
blackface. The thumbnail 
sketch of the plot reads as fol- 
lows = Washington, DC 
Alderman Mays Gilliam 
(Rock),is plucked from obscu 
rity as his party's candidate for 
president after the original 
nominee perishes in a plane 
crash 

The crudé Mays, in turn, 
picks his uncouth brother 


ple trying to act white and 
white people trying to act 
black. 

I don’t consider the idea of 
an African-American President 
to be so ludicrous in and of 
itself. Nor do I think that 
blacks are uncultured aliens 
who behave like buffoons 
whenever in civilized compa- 
ny. Nor do I find white people 
exhibiting rhythm such a rarity 
that I have to laugh. 
Remember, in this topsy-turfy 
world, rapper Eminem is 
white, while our Secretary of 
State, Colin Powell, is black. 
Puzzle that one out and then 
tell me Head of State still has a 
viable premise. 

A 90 minute waste of cellu- 
loid, and in poor taste. 


“Spirit”, NJPAC jubilation 
choir debut new CD 


Features top gospel SLAE 
Newark — The NJPAC 


Jubilation Choir. a 120 
voice-strong volunteer. pro 
fessional choir created 
under the auspices of the 


ew Jersey Performing 
Ans Center Arts Education b 
Department. has introduced f4 
its first CD, Spirit. 

Under the direction of 
singer, teacher, composer 
Reverend Stefanie R. Minatee, the choir has thrilled sold out Arts 
Center audiences with programs of African American Sacre 
Music and Gospel since it was formed in October, 1998. 

Spirit offers 14 selections produced with the spirit and digni- 
ty of a sacred service featuring stellar lead vocals performed by 
Rev. Lawrence Roberts, Albertina Walker, Dorothy Norwood, Dr. 
Cissy Houston, Queen Latifah, Sam Harris, Nancy Jackson 
Johnson, Tonovia R’mani Amore and Lorraine Stancil. Also fea- 
tured choir soloists include, Sharlene Nelson, Ruby Annette 
Evans and Don Corey Washington. 

The new CD “Spirit” is available at the NJPAC Center Stage 
gift shop in the Eric and Lore Ross Rotunda, and select music 
stores throughout the region. 

amea dade] Myer 26 qos PAED Iann 


couric: ge 


[oe oe ghee 
pete Victoria Theater 
Adult $13 Chita $8 


A CALL FOR A FREE 


2003-2004 BROCHURE L 


76002-2007 


NJ Pete 


New Jersey PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 


= 
auma 


- LACKAWANNA BLUES f 


Written and renr pe Lr Santiago-H 
April 3 at 7:30; Fri 


KEITH JARRETT, piano 
_ GARY PEACOCK, bass 
JACK DEJOHNETTE, drums 


Friday, acl 11 at 8:00 


SEAS ON 


Judson 
4 at 7:30 EA ; Saturday, April 5 at 
appt April 6 Fà ye) 
Set in Lackawanna, New York, in 1956, this award-winning play chronicles 
the dreamers, drifters and lost souls wh 
a fascinating woman known only as” Nanny’ 
enduring hope along with a hot, home-cooked meal. 
‘soulful riffs of blues guitarist Bill Sims, Jr., Tony® Award-winning 
actor/writer Ruben Santiago-Hudson (August Wilson's Seven Guitars) 
brings vibrant life to a full cast of characters as he conjures up the bustling 
blue collar town of his own childhood. 
Made possible in part by The Hite Foundation. 
Victoria Theater + $36 


eet Gary Peacock and Jack DeJohnette have been playing standards 
together, drawing from a repertoire that encompasses music from the 
as resulted in best-selling 


recordings including the recent, critically acclaimed CD, inside Out, a pick 


1 act 
pit ‘on many jazz cfitics’ 2001 “Top Ten” lists. 
mmsa Prudential Hall e $55-$15 


DAYTON CONTEMPORARY DANCE COMPANY 
April 25 at 7:30; Saturday, April 26 at 7:30; Sunday, April 27 at 2:30 
spat your seatbelts and prepare for take off with DCDC. a world-class 
company committed to the African American experience in modern cance! 
„is NJPAC program will include anew work by Bil T. Jones, co-commissioned 
“= by NUPAC, and DCOC's Flight Project, marking the 100th anniversary of the 
(14) first fight of the Wight Brothers, 
Victoria Theater + $43 


DIANNE REEVES with Orchestra 
ing Sarah hai 
with Special Guest THE JOHN Pt 


n 
ELLI TRIO 


qa 


S 
JASON MORAN AND THE BANDWAGON 
a A E 
F EDEA and hip-hop. The New York Times calls Osby's music-makir 


ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN DANCE THEATER 


P Friday, May 9 at 8:00; Saturday, May 10 at 2:00 & 8:00; 
_ Sunday, May 11 at 3:00 


All prices include per toket tacibiy fee. 4 y 
19 ORDSR TICKETS: 1-888-GO0O- NJPAC 


Sirs oF 2 on hone soo 2257965 FAX: 973-642-5229 TTY: 877-886-5722 
SAVE NDA ARTS! SEE HOW AT WWW.NJPAC.ORG 


Saturday, April 26 at 8:00 


‘One of today's most compelling 
jazz vocalists pays tribute to 
Newark’s own legendary Sarah 
Vaughan. “Like Sarah Vaughan, 
Reeves has the high technique © 
that you don’t really miss in other singers until you 
hear her perform,” says The New York Times. Reeves also welcomes New 
Jersey's own acclaimed jazz guitarist and vocalist John Pizzarelli. 
Prudential Hall © $59-$16 


Post-bop sax sensation Greg Osby, known throughout the jazz world for his 
improvisational ; has pioneered his own electrifying fusion of jazz 
“strong, selt- 
‘assured (and) beguiling.” Jason Moran, one of the contemporary jazz world’s 
most acclaimed young pianists, is a rising star who draws on passions 

hip-hop, and influences from 


Victoria Theater + $36 


Under the artistic leadership of dance superstar Judith Jamison, America’s 
premier modern dance company perpetuates the creative passion of its 
legendary founder = a unique blend of modern dance, Afro-Caribbean. 
classical ballet and jaz 

Program: Friday ous & Saturday matinee: Ailey Classics 

with Revelations; Saturday evening and Sunday matinee: 

The Winter in Lisbon; Serving Nia; Treading; Revelations 

Prudential Hall e $69-$16 


ee, ee ee 


BOX OFFICE AT ONE CENTER STREET, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
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Newark, N.J. 07102 


IN THE MATTER OF THE TERMINATION OF 
PARENTAL RIGHTS FOR THE PROPOSED. 
ADOPTION OF A MINOR CHILD. 


IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN AND 
FOR ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA 


CASE NO.: DR-03-2849 


NOTICE OF PETITION AND HEARING TO 
‘TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS 
PENDING ADOPTION AND 

NOTICE OF ACTION -+ 


TO: RONALD DAVID BROWN 
ADDRESS UNKNOWN 


YOU ARE HEREBY notified that a petition for termination of parental rights pending adoption has been filed in 


the above-styled 
tion to terminate parental rights pending adoption on 
Ave 


has set aside 15 minutes for this hearing. If you executed a consent to adoption or an affidavit of i 


‘court on February 24, 2003 under the above case number. There will be a hearing on the peti- 


at 9:45 am before 
he court 
ee 


and a waiver of venue, you have the right to request that the hearing on the petition to terminate parental rights 
be transterred to the county in which you reside. You may object by appearing at the hearing or filing a written 


‘objection with the court 


UNDER SECTION 63.089, FLORIDA STATUTES, FAILURE TO FILE A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THIS 


NOTICE WITH THE COURT OR TO APPEAR AT THIS HEARING CONSTITt 


IDS UPON WHICH 


ROUNI 
THE COURT SHALL END ANY PARENTAL RIGHTS YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING THE MINOR CHILD. 
ie ei hunts Shalion Hargrove, believes that you are the birth father of her minor child. You are required to 


written defenses, if any, to the 


petition on the Adoption Entity, A Chosen Child, Inc., 1516 
E. Mieres! St, Suite 2008, Orlando, FL 32803, and ie the original with the clerk of the 


above-styled court on or 


otherwise, a judgment may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the petition. 
‘The birth mother resides in Orlando, Orange County, Florida; is 26 years old; African American; 5' 7", 210 Ibs; 
‘conception occurred it 


with brown eyes and black hair. The birth mother believes that co 
‘The alleged birth father's name is Ronald David Brown and he is 26 years old; Af 


in Newark, NJ. 
rican American; 6' 2"; 235 Ibs; 
ith mother. 


with brown eyes and black hair. The whereabouts of the suspected birth father is unknown to the bir 
There is one minor chid subject to this action who is a male chi, bom on Deceribat 18; 2002, In Se 


rove. He hi 


ut 
Orange County, Florida. The minor child's le 


CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS 
LEGALS and CLASSIFIEDS 


TIONS TO BIDDER: 
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be 


Drawings and Specifications prepared by Minervini- 
Vandermark, LL 


Bids will be received by the Owner at its offices, 


ibe Bids cost Hokage ah appfoakie ea 
unit prices, and numbered alternate bids. 

Bids will be received for the following contracts, in 
accordance with NJS 18A:18A-18: 

‘SINGLE CONTRACT BIDS: includes all work and 
materials required to complete the project. 


Kitchen Renovations 
The Instructions to Bidders, Form of Bid, 


rs upon deposit of ($100.00) dollars. “NON- 
REFUNDABLE’, for each complete set. Payment is, 
to be in the form of a check made payable to 
“Hackensack Housing Authority”. 
Bid documents will not be mailed to prospective 
bidders under any circumstances. 
lO er rca el 
ints in preparing Bids. Neither the Owner nor 
te Architect will assume any responsibilty for errors 


Hargrove. The minor child has not been 


aes 
not have a social security number. The minor child is not the subject of any other a paan pala 
this state or any other state. The minor child is not subject to existing child support order(s) in this or any state 
Or territory. The minor child is residing with the prospective adoptive parents pursuant to a Report of Intended 
Placement, dated December 18, 2002, from the child's discharge from the hospital until the present. The names 
and address of the prospective adoptive parents is confidential and protected by Fla. Stat, 63,162. 


The name, address and telephone number of the adoption entity poking to place the mings. for. adoption ix: A 
lando, FL 32803; 


Chosen Child, Inc.. 1516 E Hillcrest St., Suite 200A, Or 


name, a lephone number of 


diana 
jon of the circuit court in which the peti 


telephone number (407) 894-1599 or 


nis filed is. Clerk 


of Circuit Court, Domestic Relations Division, 425 N. Orange Ave., Rm. 320, Orlando, FL 32801; telephone num- 


ber (407) 836-2054. 


Notice to grandparents under Fla. Stat. 63.0425 is not required because the minor child subject to this proceed- 
ing is under the age of six months and has not resided with a grandparent for at least six months. 


WITNESS my hand and seal this Sth day of March 2003. 


(COURT SEAL) 


LYDIA GARDNER 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
LISA RAI 

By: CIRCUIT 

Deputy Clerk 


In accordance with the AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, if you are a person with a disability who needs 
any accommodation in order to participate in tris proceeding. you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 


the COUR 


Room 2130, 


Sando, Fonda 32801. telephone (407) 836-; ZH within 2 working days of your receipt of this Notice; if you are 
hearing impaired, call (TDD) 1-800-955-8771; if your are voice impaired, call VOICE (v) 1-800-955-8770, 


$50.40 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
THE CITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK THE CITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
INVITATIONS FOR PROPOSALS INVITATIONS Poa ational 
REFUSE COMPA NCY RA 


The Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick 
will receive proposals for a Service Conttact for the 


forms of documents including specifications are on 
file at the office of the New Brunswick Housing 
Authority and may be picked up between the hours of 
9:00 am. and 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. All 
proposals must be received by the New Brunswick 
Housing Authority, 65 Morris Street Second Floor, 
New Brunswick, N.J. 08901 by 11:30 am. on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at which time all propos- 
als will be publicly opened and read aloud. The 
Housing Authority reserves the right to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive any informalities in taking 
proposals. No proposal shall be withdrawn for a peri- 
od of sixty days subsequent to the opening of pro- 
posals except with the consent of the Housing 
Authority. All proposals shall be submitted in tripli- 
cate, and must be retuned sealed and marked 
SEALED PROPOSAL FOR REFUSE COMPACTOR 
SERVICE CONTRACT on the envelope 


John A.H. Clarke 
Executive Director 


Tia Hols Authari ofthe Cty of New Brunswick 


will receive proposals for a Service Contract for the 
Emergency Standby EA Homan Paen 
(NJ. 22-4), 75 Neilson Street, New Brunswick, N.J. 


Proposed forms of documents including 
Specifications are on file at the office of the New 
Brunswick Housing Authority and may be picked up 
between the hours of 9:00 am, and 3:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. All proposals must be 


j3, at which time all proposals will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Housing Authority 
reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to 
waive any informalities in taking proposals, No pro- 
posal shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty days 
Subsequent to the opening of proposals except with. 
the consent of the Housing j. All proposals 
shall be submitted in triplicate, and must be 
returned sealed and marked SEALED PROPOSAL 
FOR EMERGENCY SERVICE CONTRACT on the 
envelope. 


John A. H. Clarke 
Executive Director 


resulting from the use of incom- 
plots ete of Biek Bastmerts, 


Each bid must be accompanied by a bid security 
deposit of an amount equal to at least ten (10%) per- 
cent of the amount of the base bid, but not it excess 
of $20,000, the deposit may be either a certified 


antee that in case the contract is awarded to the bid- 
der, he will execute such contract. Upon failure to do 
so, the bid security will become liable up to its full 
amount of his bid and the Contract which the Owner 
‘may be obliged to award another bidder or bidders. 


ie bid security deposits of all excepting the three 
lowest bidders will, if requested, be returned after ten 
(10) days from the opening bids. Sundays and holi- 
days excepted, and the remaining deposits will be 
returned when the contract of the successful bidder 
is approved. 


The successful bidder will be required to furnish a 
New Jersey Statutory Performance Bond and a 
Labor and Material Payment Bond in the amount of 
the contract sum. 

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informal- 
ities in, or to reject, any ôr all bids. 

Attention of the bidders is called particularly to the 
requirements of conditions of employment and to the 
minimum prevailing wage rates to be paid under the 
‘contract as stated in the instructions to Bidders, the 
General Conditions of the Contract for Construction, 
and the Supplementary General Conditions 

Bidders are required to comply with the “Affirmative 
Action” requirements of PL. 1975, 6.127 (NJAC 
17:27) 


There wi.be a prebi meeting scheduled for Apri 
22nd, 2003 at 10:30 ar 


ie PRS Se ipon at 176: weet Palad 
let Hackensack 


Bidders shall contact the Owner to arrange to exam- 
ine the site. 


BY ORDER OF THE Hackensack Housing Authority 
$63.00 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
IN YOUR PART TIME!! 


Distributing New Jersey's leading 
African-American newspaper in 
Elizabeth, Jersey City, Newark, 
The Oranges, Plainfield and 
Paterson. Must be dependable and 
have reliable car. Must possess a 
valid NJ driver's license. 
Contact our Circulation 
Department at: 


973-642-4400 


Fax legals to: 
973.642.5444 
24 hours a day 


Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be 
received by St. John’s Baptist Church for the com 
plete construction of Proposed Interior 

iterations & Addition located at 2387 Morse 
‘Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey together with 
all work incidental thereto in accordance with 
Drawings and Specifications prepared by 
Cornerstone Architectural Group, LLC. -Bids will be 
received by the Owner at it's offices, located at 2387 

jorse Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 
Until 2:00 PAM. prevailing time on Tuesday, April 22, 
2003. At close of acceptance of bids at the above 
date and time, all bids will be opened and read pri- 
vately, thereafter. Bids must include all applicable 


the receipt of the bids. Contractors are responsible 
for delivery of the bids, by the deadline listed above 
Bids will be received for, 
BIDS: Includes all work and materials required to 
‘complete the project. The Instructions to Bidders, 
Form of Bid, Specifications, Drawings and other con- 
tract documents may be examined at the office of the 
Architects, CORNERSTONE ARCHITECTURAL 
GROUP, LLC, 202 Hamilton Boulevard, South 
Plainfield, New Jersey, Ph (908) 753-7004, and can 
be loaned to prospective bidders upon deposit at 
($100.00) one-hundred dollars, “Refundabl 
each complete set. Payment is to be in the form ier 
Payable to CORNER- 
STONE ARCHITECTURAL GROUP, LLC”. Bid 
documents will not be mailed to prospective 
ders under any circumstances. Bidders shall use 
‘complete sets of Bidding Documents in preparing 
Bids. Neither the Owner nor the Architect will assume 
y responsibility for errors or misinterpretations 


security deposit of an amount equal to at least ten 
(10%) percent of the amount of the base bid, but not 
in excess of $20,000, the deposit may be either a 
certified check or cashier's check drawn on an incor- 
porated bank or trust company payable to the order 


ure to do so, the bid security will become liable up to 
its full amount tor any difference between the amount 
of his bid and the Contract which the Owner may be 
obliged to award another bidder or bidders. The bid 
security deposits of all excepting the three lowest 
bidders will, if requested, be returned after ten (10) 
days from the opening of bids, Sundays and holidays 
excepted, and the remaining deposits will be 
returned when the contract of the successful bidder 
is approved. The successful bidder will be required to 
furnish a New Jersey Statutory Performance Bond 
and a Labor and Material Payment Bond in the 
‘amount of the contract sum. The Owner reserves the 
right to waive any informalities in, or to reject, any or 
all bids. Attention of the bidders is called particularly 
to the requirements of conditions of employment as 
stated in the Instructions to Bidders, the General 
Conditions of the Contract for Construction, and the 
Supplementary General ConcSlons Bees: sro 
trong) raged to present and outline their 
faspoctive firms’ in house “Attinallve: AEN 
plan in their bid package, with particular attention 
paid to explanation of their and their subcontrac- 
tors’ and suppliers’ minority contracting status 
and plan for this particular project. No bidder may 
withdraw his bid for a period of sixty (60) days after 
the actual date of the opening thereof. There will be 


Baptist Church building. Additionally, the building 
will be opened to bidders for review and inspec- 
tion, in preparation of their bids, on Tuesday, 
April 15, 2003 from 9:00 A.M. to:2:00 P.M. On that 

r ill tly at 2:00 P.M, 
Additional visitation to the schoo! building will only be 


arranged for at the discretion of the Owner. In this 
instance, bidders shall contact the Owner to arrange 
to examine the site. Call, Lance Porter, Building 
Committee Chairman, at (908) 232-6972. (END OF 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS). 


$64.57 


Maintenance Worker 
(Groundskeeper/Janitor) 


The Housing Authority of the Borough of Princeton 
(HABOP) has an immediate opening for a full-time 


required. Starting at $10.50 per hour & benefits with 
pay increase after six-month review. 


Fax resume to: (609) 921-1167 or call (609) 924- 
9448 HABOP, 50 Clay Street, Princeton, New Jersey, 


All inquires must be received by April 18, 2003. 


ma 
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len 
Community 


MONDAY, APRIL 7 


Newark — The City of Newark 
and Department of Health and 
Human Services will kick-off its 
annual Week of the Young Child 
at 10:00 a.m. with a rally the City 
Hall's rotunda. From the 7th -11th 
the city will host several activities 
for the community. Clinton Hill 
Community, Newark Day Center, 
Higher Learning Children's 
Academy, Young People’s 
Institute, and St. Joseph's Day 
Care Center will host celebrations 
involving the community. For 
more info call each center listed 
above. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 


Mountainside — Community 
Access Unlimited (CAU) will host 
its 19th Annual Awards Night at 
L'Affaire-at 6:30 p.m. For more 
info call 908-354-3040 ext.366. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 11 


Newark — Branch Brook Park 
kicks off the Annual Cherry 
Blossom Festival in Newark and 
Belleville. For more info call 973- 
643-1611 or visit www.branch- 
brookpark.org. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12 


Newark — St James Social 
Services presents a forum about 
dangerous pharmaceutical drugs 
like fen-phen and a second forum 
on medical malpractice from 
12:00 p.m. 0 p.m. at St. 
James A.M.E. Church, 588 MLK 
Blvd. For more info call 973-624- 
4007. 


Newark =. The People's 
Organization tor Progress will 
host a unity rally to vote for 
Newark Advisory Board Election 
at 2:30 p.m. on Newark City Hall 
steps. For more info call 973-801- 
0001 


Jersey City — The New Jersey 
Chapter of the Afro-American 
Historical & Genealogical Society 
will host its monthly meeting from 
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. at 1841 
Kennedy Blvd. 2nd Fi. For more 
info call 201-547-5262, 


TUESDAY, APRIL 15 


Plainfield — United Trust 
Community Education Center will 
offer a workshop for women = 
ness owners from 6:00 p.m. 

p.m. For more info call 908-759. 
7364. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25 — 27 


Edison —The Super Pet Expo 
returns to N.J. Convention Center 
at Raritan. For more info call 732- 
417-1400 or visit www.njexpocen- 
ter.com. 


r 


TUESDAY, APRIL 29 — MAY 4 


Newark — Universoul Circus is 
coming to Newark on its 10th 
Anniversary Tour. For more info 
call ticketmaster at 212-307-7171. 


Heartbeat 
ONGOING 


Belleville — Clara Maass Medical 
Center will offer complimentary 
blood pressure screenings every 
fourth Monday of the month . For 
more info call 1-800-CLARA- 
MAASS. 


Kearny — West Hudson Hospital 
offers women's alcoholic anony- 
mous seminar at 7:30 p.m. For 
more info call 201-955-7556, 


Irvington — Irvington General 
offers women’s HIV/AIDS support 
group at 10:00 a.m. For more info 
call 973-275-0210. 


Newark — WIC Program at 
UMDN4 offers a variety of support 
services to participants. 
Appointments are strongly recom- 
mended. For more info call 973- 
972-3416. 


Newark — Beth Israel Medical 
Center offers free Breast Cancer 
Patient. Support Group. For more 
info call 973-926-7609. 


Newark — Beth Israel Medical 
Center offers a bereavement sup- 
port group every second Monday 
each month at 6:00 p.m. For more 
info call 973-926-7278. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12 


Belleville — The Women's Health 
Center at Clara Maass invites 
women to a complimentary morn- 
ing of health screenings and edu- 
cational presentations from 8:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. For more info 
call 973-450-2213, 


MONDAY, APRIL 14 


Newark — Columbus Hospital will 
host a memory loss lecture for 
those living with Alzheimer's in the 
hospital auditorium from 2:00 - 
4:00 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served. For more info call 973- 
268-1442. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 


Belleville — Clara Maass will host 

ree seminar about pain and 
treatment at 10:30 a.m. For more 
info call 973-450-2213, 


ONGOING — APRIL 31 


Newark — A computer based 12- 
week GED course covering sub- 
ject areas: Writing, Reading, 
Social Studies, Science and 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1 18 | & APRIL 19 — NUPAC f presents Anita Baker 


in concert at 


:00 p.m. Come and enjor the musical talent of 


this clasical diva. For more info call 1-888-466-5722. 


Mathematics, with a curriculum 
which covers life skills, job readi- 
ness and computer instruction, 
will be offered from Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 
p.m. at La Casa de Don Pedro, 39 
Broadway. For more info call 973- 
481-4713. 


Business 


ONGOING 


Newark — The Women’s Center 
Si 1D) 
soring a series of semi 
groups during Spring 2003 
Sanese T For more info call 973- 
877-3395. 


MONDAY, APRIL 7 — 11 


Somerset — Rutgers Genter for 
mi 


Conference Center, 200 Atrium 
Dr. For more info call 732-445- 
5526. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 11 


Newark — NJIT Procurement 
Center will host a free workshop 
for small businesses on how to do 
business with the federal govern- 
ment from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m, 
at NJIT. For more info call 973- 
596-3105. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 15 


Newark — SCOR (service Corps 
of Retired Executives) presents a 
workshop “Starting and Managing 
Your Business” from 9:00 a.m. - 
2:30 p.m. at SCORE Office, 2 
Gateway Center 15th fl. For more 
info call 973-645-3982 between 9: 
00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


MONDAY, APRIL 21 — 22 


New Brunswick — Rutgers 
University will host a business and 


medical Ses, ferenc ih 


special guest speak Governor 
James McGreevy. For more info 
call 973-353-5879 or visit 
http://pruethies.rutgers.edu. 


Artz 
ONGOING 


Newark — Maize Restaurant pres- 
ents Sweet and Low Thursdays fea- 
turing vocalist Denise Hamilton 
from 5:00 p.m. = 10:00 p.m. For 


ONGOING — MAY 18 


Millburn — The Paper Mill Theatre 
presents the play Camelot with 
music by Frederick Loewe. For 
more info call 973-376-4343, 


SUNDAY, APRIL 12 


Jersey City — Jersey City Museum 
invites you to join its Associate 
Curator for a tour of several new 
gallery shows in Chelsea and lunch. 
Event is frée for contemporaries 
members. For more info call 201- 
413-0303 ext. 3115. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 8 


Montclair — Trumpets Jazz Club & 
Restaurant presents Santi Debriano 
& Ringshout (Latin Samba) from 
7:30 - 11:30 p.m. For more info call 
973-744-2600. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 


New Brunswick — The State 
Theatre presents Blues legend B.B. 
King at 8:00 p.m. For mofe info call 
732-246-7469. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 10 


Montclair — Trumpets Jazz Club & 
Restaurant presents Ted Curson, 
host from the famous Blue, Nors 


Late Night Jam Session from 8:00 
p.m. - 12:00 a.m. For more info call 
973-744-2600. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12 


New York — African songstress 
Angelique Kodjo will perform at B.B. 
King at 8:00 p.m. Kodjo's music 
reflects jazz; salsa, rumba, souk 
and makossa. For more info call 
ticketmaster at 212-307-7171 


Newark — NJPAC presents Dianne 
Reeves celebrating Sarah Vaughan 
and special guest The John 
Pizzarelli Trio at 8:00 p.m. For more 
info call 1-888-466-5722. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 24 


New Brunswick — State Theatre 
orrara com mretsins. In coñe 
m: For more info call 


p:i 
Tan aie 7469. 


FRIDAY, MAY 2 


New Brunswick — The State 
Theatre of New Brunswick presents 
Barry Manilow’s Copacabana musi- 
cal at 8:00 p.m. For more into call 
732-246-7469. 


Religion 
ONGOING 
Greater Service 
j you to 
Sunday morning service at 9:00 
a.m. and Wednesday Bible study 
at 7:00 p.m. If you have ques- 
tions, come get the answers. For 
more info call 973-848-1711. 


Newark  — 


SATURDAY , APRIL 5 


Newark — Bethany Baptist 
Church, 275 West Market St. 
presents Bertha Hope and 
Jazzberry Jam at 6:00 p.m. For 
more info call 973-623-8161 


SUNDAY, APRIL 13 


Newark — israel Memorial AME 
Church, 54 Lincoln St, invites the 
public a the annual Palm Sunday 
service with host Bishop Zedekiah 
L. Grady at 10:00 a.m. For more 
info call 642-6048. 


SATURDAY, MONDAY 17 


Newark — Newark Symphony 
Hall presents The McDonald's 
Gospelfest 2003 with special 
guest Donnie McClurkin, Vickie 
Winans, Cissy Houston, etc. For 
more info call 973-643-8009. 


Mail your calendar 
events and photographs 
at least two weeks in 
advance to: 


City News Publishing 
111 Mulberry St., TH-C 
Newark, NJ 07102 or 
Fax to: 973.642.5444 
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Affirmative 
Action Battle 


Continued from page 1 


"This is not a quota." 

Payton made that same 
point as he carefully explained 
how the undergraduate's point 
system works. 

Michigan's undergraduate 
admissions 150-point process 
awards 20 points to Blacks, 
Hispanics and Native 
Americans because they are 
underrepresented groups on 
campus. However, a White 
applicant who is socio-eco- 
nomically disadvantage can 
also earn 20 points; but an 
applicant can't receive points in 
both categories. 

At Michigan, scholarship 
athletes automatically 
awarded 20 points. Under the 
“provost's discretion," 20 
points can be awarded to an 
applicant regardless of his or 
her race. A person who lives in 
an underrepresented Michigan 
county can receive 16 points- 10 
for being a Michigan resident 
and six for geographical rea- 
sons. Sons and daughters of 
Michigan alumni receive an 
automatic four points. 

Solicitor General Olson had 
a difficult time explaining why 
West Point, the Naval Academy 
and the Air Force Academy 
openly embrace race-conscious 
recruiting but the court is being 
asked to do away with such 


are 


programs for the University of == 


Michigan. 

"Is it also forbidden for the 
United States Military 
Academy?" asked Justice John 
Paul Stevens. Replied Olson, 
"It might well be, Justice 
Stevens. We're not defending 
the specifics of those programs. 
But we have not examined 
them individually." 

He also said, "We respect 
the opinions of those individu- 
als, but the position of the 
United States is that we do not 
accept the proposition that 
Black soldiers will only fight 
for black officers or the 
reverse." 

In a surprising move, Scalia, 
said that if the University of 
Michigan is so impressed by 
the need for diversity, it should 
stop being a "super-duper" uni- 
versity. 

"Why don't you lower your 
standard?” Scalia asked. 

Payton replied that lower- 
ing the school's. standard is not 
necessary to create a diverse 
student body. Besides, he said, 
it is up to the school to define 
its Own mission. 

Justice Breyer said he 
understands why Michigan 
wants to promote diversity. 

"They think it breaks down 
stereotypes within the class, 
they think it's educationally 
beneficial," he said. "They 
think...a legal profession, like 
business and the military, that 
is diverse is good for America. 


Newark Court offers special hours to pay tickets 


The new Newark 
Municipal Court, in continu- 
ing its effort to implement 
systems, procedures and pro- 
grams to better serve the pub- 
lic, tomorrow will offer the 
second of its monthly Ticket 
Thursdays allowing citizens 
with traffic violations to 
come in and pay their tickets. 

Acting Presiding 
Municipal Court Judge Glenn 
Grant, a member of the Essex 
County Superior Court, 
assigned to Newark to 
revamp the local bench, said 
that all cashiers window will 
remain open at the courts’ 


headquarters, 32 Green 
Street, until the last ticket is 
paid. He said additional 
judges, prosecutors, public 
defenders and staff will be on 
duty to expedite payments or 
to enable individuals to con- 
test their tickets. The court’s 
customer service window 
also will remain open. 
Mayor Sharpe James, 
who asked the Administrative 
Office of the Court and Essex 
County Assignment Judge 
Joseph Falcone to temporari- 
ly assign Grant, a former 
Newark business administra- 
tor, to address and correct 


problems in the courts, 
applauded the implementa- 
tion of a special day and 
evening to accommodate the 
working public. 

“By keeping our courts 
open late, the working public 
can come in after work to pay 
any outstanding bill, or if 
they choose to go before a 
judge and a prosecutor to dis- 


cuss the violation,” James 
said. 

Grant noted that the 
majority of individuals 
expected tomorrow have 


tickets issued as the result of 
moving violations, “so there 


is no question of them receiv- 
ing a ticket because it was 
issued to them by a police 
officer.” 

The judge noted that 
human nature often dictates 
that “an individual waits until 
the last minute to pay any 
outstanding bill, and Ticket 
Thursday enables them to 
pay their tickets in a timely 
manner without additional 
penalties or the potential loss 
of their driver’s license.” 

Ticket Thursdays will be 
held on the third Thursday of 
each month. 


The Port Authority 


City News & City Marketing Group present... 
The 5th Annual 


“Monday, May 5, 2003 


7:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Newark Airport Marriott 


7:30 - 9:00 Registration 
: 7:30 - 8:30 Power Networking Breakfast 
Sponsored by 8:30 - 9:15 Power Breakfast Kick-off 
5 8:00 - 2:00 Exhibits 
Schering-Plough EE EA cress 
12:30- 2:00 Competitive CiryBUSINESS 


Awards Luncheon 


9:30 - 10:45 Access-to-Capital 


9:30 - 10:45 Community and 
Economic Development 


Admission 


Free 


11:00 - 12:15 NJ Cities“ 
for your Business” 


ortunities 


of NY & NJ 
ə PNC Bank 
CIT Group, Inc. 
Prudential Financial 
Verizon 


@ University of 
Medicine and 
Dentistry of NJ 


PROPOSITION. 


fRecognizing the vital rote of small business and 
minority ownership to the economy of the cities and 
state, Crry News, along with corporate sponsors 
invite you to attend the * Í 


Small, women, and minority business ownership is 
essential to the growth of New Jersey`s urban centers. 
With more than $12 billion in new construction 
planned and billions more to be spent on goods and 
services, now is the time to learn how your company 
can profit. 


é3 VALUE 


Expo 2? 


You have access to more than 50 


purehasing executives: a Power network of over 300 | 
business owners like yourself and access to the | 
movers and shakers in New Jersey’s largest urban | 
centers. CB Expo 2003 will help you fink with major 
corporations, non-profits and government agencies 
that are committed to doing business 


YEAR GIVES YOU ADDED VALUE. A copy of the New 
CityBusiness Profile Directory, a listing in City News 
web directory, MBLink , complementary membership 
to MBLink site for 1 year and a 150 page-Small 
Business Resource Directory. 


FULL REGISTRATION THIS 


® MBNA 


Greater Newark 
Business Development 


Authority 


e NJ Commerce & 
Economic Growth 
Commission 


AMERIGROUP NJ, Inc 
@ NJ Transit 


Media Sponsors: 


City News 
WBLS 107.5 FM 
WLIB 1190 AM 


e City of East Orange Si 


Company Name. 


Contact Person 


~ ONLINE REGISTRATION WWW.CITYNEWSNETWORK.COM 


$50 Awards Luncheon 


$25 Power Networking Breakfast 


$25 Business Profile Listing 
$25 Business Profile Directory 


$100 Eull Registration Package includes 
Power Breakfast, Awards Luncheon 


Consortium Address City , State___, Zip ges 
® The Bank of New York Maon Fax E-mail 
®PSEG Type of Business Date 
RS Signature Title i 
Development Authority Enclosed is check or money order for: 
æ NJ Redevelopment Registration Vendor Registration: 


and Business Profile & Directory 


Total Amount 


Visa or MasterCard is accepted 
For more information call: 973.642.4400 
RSVP by April 21, 2003 Fax: 973.642.5444 
Please make check or money order payable to: City News 
Mail to: CityBusiness Expo, 111 Mulberry St, Townhouse C, Newark, NJ 07102 


Vendor Table ($250-before 4/15) 
Vendor Table ($300-after 4/15) 

(Vendor tables include 2 tickets to 
Power Breakfast, 2 tickets to Awards 
Luncheon, a Business Profile Listing and 
Business Profile Directory) 


